
NCAA
PC wins its first 

NCAA-recognized 
basketball game

1926

Door Open
Bishop Harkins Hall 

dedication
1919

Residency
Opening of Aquinas Hall, the 

first residence hall available to 
the general student population

1939

Normalcy
Civilian resident students 

return to Aquinas Hall
1945

Founding
Groundbreaking for the first 

campus building, Harkins Hall
1917

Commencement
Alumni Association is 

formed
1923

Ph.D
College awards its first 

Ph.D. degree
1933

Masters of Science
College confers its first 

master of science degree
1935

WWII
Due to WWII, PC 

inaugurates a 
year-round 

schedule
1942

Grotto
War Memorial 

Grotto is 
dedicated

1948

WDOM
PC radio-WDOM-

AM-begins 
broadcasting from 

Albertus Magnus Hall
1949

Theology
First Summer School of 

Theology for Religious Women 
Commencement

1950

Army
Activation of the 
Army Specialized 
Training Program 

Unit for Basic 
Engineering

1943

Masters of Art
College confers its first 
master of arts degree

1927

Mascot
Dalmatian “Friar of 
What-Ho,” makes its 1st 
campus appearance

1935

Friars
First appearance of 

“Friars” as a nickname 
for the athletic teams

1930

Cowl
Inaugural issue of The 

Cowl (Newspaper)
1935
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Representation
First woman appointed to full-

time undergraduate faculty
1967

Tournament
PC wins their first 

National 
Invitation 

Tournament
1961

Providence College Timeline and History
Corps Unit

Reserve Officers’ 
Training Corps 
unit established

1951

In Memory

Memorial for those 
lost in a fire in 
Aquinas Hall

1977

Homecoming
First Homecoming 

Weekend begins
1955

Liberal Arts
College establishes the 

Liberal Arts Honors 
Program

1957

Admission
The College makes the decision 

to admit women to the 
undergraduate day school

1970

Ph.D.
First woman receives a 

Ph.D. from PC
1975

Outnumbered
For the first time, 

women outnumber men 
in the freshman class

1978
Banquet

First Black History 
Month banquet is held.

1989

Awareness
First Annual Multicultural 

Awareness Celebration 
held on campus.

1990

Urban Action
17 incoming freshmen volunteers 

perform community service work in 
the initial Urban Action program

1991

Cross-Country
PC Men’s Cross 
Country Team 
finishes 2nd in 

the nation
1981

Appearance
PC makes its first 

appearance in an NCAA 
basketball tournament

1964

Final Four
First appearance of 

the Friars basketball 
team in the NCAA 

Final Four.
1973

Administration
The College’s first 

female administrator 
joins the staff

1970

Chapel
St. Dominic 
Chapel and 

Campus Ministry 
Center opens

2001

Corps Unit
College’s Center 

for Teaching 
Excellence 

conducts first 
workshops

1994

Ranking
PC is ranked #2 among 

universities in the 
North region by 

America’s Best Colleges
1996

Olympics
United States 

Women’s Ice Hockey 
Team, which 
includes 2 PC 
students and 5 

alumnae, wins the 
first Olympic Gold 
Medal in that sport

1998
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International
Number of PC students 

studying abroad internationally 
hits record high

2009

Success
PC’s 94% Graduation 

Success Rate is ranked 
among the highest in the 

BIG EAST conference
2008

Friars Help
Friar Food Rescue 

program is started by 2 
PC students –

transports food that 
normally would be 

discarded from campus 
dining halls to people 

who need it
2012

Soccer
Men’s soccer wins its first 
Big East title and advances 

to the NCAA Final Four
2014

Exploration
PC organizes first 

International Educational 
Exploration Experience trip 

to Costa Rica
2007

Aid
College shifts resources 

from merit-based to need-
based financial aid

joins the staff
2005

Sweet Sixteen
Men’s basketball advances 
to the NCAA sweet sixteen. 

Ending with 14–3 in Big 
East play to win the school's 

first regular season 
championship 

2022

First Female EVP
Ann Manchester-Molak 
becomes the first female 
Executive Vice-President

2020

2022

The School of Nursing and 
Health Sciences was 

established

Nursing & Health 
Sciences

Coming 2023

A brand-new dorm will be 
completed and open to new 

students named after the 
Rev. Brian Shanley, O.P.

New Dorm
Providence College Timeline and History

Men’s Hockey
PC defeats BU, 4-3, to win the 
NCAA Division I Championship, 

the first NCAA men’s team 
championship in the College’s 

history.

2015

Ranked #1
PC is ranked #2 among 

universities in the North 
region by USA Today

2022

Raymond Cafe
Raymond Café is updated 

with modern state of the art 
cooking technology.

2022

PACT
First 14 graduates of Providence 

Alliance for Catholic Teachers (PACT), 
a post-graduate service-teaching 
program, receive their master’s 

degrees in the 85th College 
Commencement

2003

Touring
The Providence College 

touring choir performs four 
concerts during a two-week 

tour of Europe
2004

Coach of 
the Year

Coach Ed Cooley is 
awarded with the NCAA 
Division 1 Coach of the 

Year

2022
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